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Synopsis

This revised edition provides a way of understanding the vast universe of genre fiction in an
easy-to-use format. Expert readers’ advisor Joyce Saricks offers groundbreaking reconsideration of
the connections among genres, providing: key authors and themes within 15 genres; an explanation
as to how the different genres overlap; and, the elements of fiction most likely to entice readers.
Provocative and spirited, "The Readers’ Advisory Guide to Genre Fiction, 2nd Edition" offers
hands-on strategies for librarians who want to become experts at figuring out what their readers are

seeking and how to match books with those interests.
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Customer Reviews

"That infectious pleasure in discovering interesting books and sharing them with readers is one of
the deepest satisfactions of readers’ advisory work. My goal with this book is that it might provide
enough background in a genre to give a glimpse of what it is about those authors and their books
that fans love." --Joyce G. Saricks, from Chapter OneThis book is brilliant, accessible, and quite
useful ... for librarians and readers alike. --American Reference Books AnnualThis book is brilliant,
accessible, and quite useful ... for librarians and readers alike. --American Reference Books
AnnualThis book is brilliant, accessible, and quite useful ... for librarians and readers alike.

--American Reference Books Annual



Joyce G. Saricks has worked as coordinator of the Literature and Audio Services Department at the
Downers Grove Public Library since 1983. In addition to co-authoring Readers’ Advisory Service in
the Public Library (ALA Editions), she has published several articles on readers’ advisory and
co-created the Adult Reading Round Table, an organization of more than 200 Chicago-area
readers’ advisors. In 1989, Saricks won the Public Library Association’s Allie Beth Martin Award,
and in 2000 was named Librarian of the Year by the Romance Writers of America. She has
presented more than seventy workshops on readers’ advisory for public libraries and library
systems around the country. Saricks earned her master’s degree in library science from the

University of Chicago.

This was a class textbook. | probably wouldn’t have purchased it otherwise, as most libraries I've
been to have pretty extensive readers’ advisory holdings.Saricks is an outstanding describer of what
a genre is about, "sure bets", authors to introduce someone to a genre, authors to introduce
someone to other genres, etc.She’s the reigning queen of NoveList, and with good reason. If you're
able to direct your attention long enough to memorize the important items in her book -- and almost
everything is important -- you’ll be well on your way to providing excellent readers’ advisory.My one
quibble is that, with accelerating pace in publishing novels (and little attention being paid to
marketing novels unless the writer is a proven winner), the material needs supplementation on a

regular basis. | think it would be great for establishing a baseline and moving forward, though.

This item is an excellent resource for many of the top genres found in any library or book collection;
the material reviewing each genre as well as suggestions for related items or genres are spot on. |
am currently using this in my reader’s advisory course, but will keep it for reference in the future in a

public library position. An excellent read as well!

This is my go to book when a patron in my library asks for suggestions on what to read next.

| am an Adult Reference librarian in Texas, and | discovered the first edition of this book while | was

working on my Masters in Library Science. It was my favorite "textbook". | discovered so many new

authors for myself, and I've since used this updated version to help my patrons find books they want
to read. To me, it'’s indispensable as a readers’ advisory tool.My favorite parts of this book are all

the lists of authors to try based on your current reading preferences. So valuable!
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